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Secretary of State Marshall Advises North Carolinians to Practice Smart Giving

RALEIGH - From relief efforts in the wake of Hurricane Melissa to uncertainty
regarding SNAP benefits and the ongoing federal government shutdown, charitable
giving is more important now than ever — and NC Secretary of State Elaine F. Marshall is
cautioning North Carolina’s giving public to do their research when making
contributions.

“North Carolinians are known for their spirit of generosity in challenging times, and our
resources at the Secretary of State’s Office can be essential in making sure that
everyone’s generosity is getting to those in need,” Secretary Marshall said on Friday.
“Unfortunately, natural disasters and economic distress can bring out scam artists seeking
to take advantage of the public’s goodwill. That not only steals from the people making
contributions, it robs from people in need and can damage the trust in the many
outstanding charities doing great work across our state every day.”

Secretary Marshall encourages people who receive unsolicited calls, texts, emails or
social media messages to be wary of groups using names that resemble those of
established, respected charities and using high pressure solicitations — and urges North
Carolinians to never click on links in unsolicited messages. Online donations should be
made directly to established charitable organizations’ official websites.

If you believe you’ve come across a fake charity call the NC Secretary of State’s
Charitable Solicitation Licensing Division at (888) 830-4989 or file a complaint online at

SOSncC.gov.
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